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dispelled, the human will, which has been persistently
directed against the Will of God, may turn round and be
transformed almost in a moment. Thus in the Gospel when
the Lord Christ uses the words : t( Thy sins are forgiven
thee ; go in peace " or " Her sins which are many are for-
given, for she loved much ", the word £ forgiveness ' implies
something quite different from the mere release from punish-
ment and is meant to describe the sense of rightness which
comes with such an experience, as can be distinctly seen in
numerous passages in the New Testament where it is said
in so many words that one truly { forgiven * can sin no more.
But even with this forgiveness, this sense of right-
ness, with the will of the sinner redeemed, the effects of
his previous sins are not blotted out; that which he has
already sown, he will have to reap, though he will sow
evil seed no more. He is free and forgiven, because he
has rightly resolved and is now working with the Divine
Will and not against it. Similarly, in the Bhaga'oad-
GUa, Lord Krishna, speaking of a man who has
turned from seeking the gratification of the lower
self and lifted his eyes to the God within and around him,
says that such a man, though of evil life, may be at once
counted amidst the good—(t he hath the right way chosen,
he shall grow righteous ere long." But, again, it may
happen that when the sinner has chosen the right way
and also when the outer reaction of evil is worn out,
someone with higher knowledge seeing the chain of cause
and effect, may declare the suffering ended, as was done by
the Christ with the glad words of liberation : tf Take up
thy bed and walk."
Q. Does repentance of sins do any good ?
Ans. A man should not be carried away by delusions
about remorse and repentance. If he thinks over a

